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quite one man for every seven yards of front, assuming battalions at
full strength and divisional reserves of half the initial front line. On
the first day much of the resistance came from fortified houses on
the crest of the dunes or low cliffs just back of the beaches. The
stout French buildings had been further strengthened from within
so that each was a miniature strong point, while their unchanged
outward appearance had made them largely immune to bombard-
ment. On die second day, June 7, the weather became uncertain but
on the third it improved. By the sixth day, June 11, a continuous
beachhead about seventy miles wide and in places ten miles deep
had been linked up. During the second week ashore at least thirteen
opposing German divisions had been identified, while in the United
States' sector only a little over 3,000 had been killed and less than
13,000 wounded. A few days before the landing the total of U. S.
troops already overseas in the various theaters had been officially put
at well over 3,500,000, and within a few weeks the strength of Eisen-
hower's inter-Allied command was revealed as more than 1,000,000.

We had now won the first round. Probably our skill in solving
the difficulties of so complex an operation had surprised the enemy.
No general counterattack had pushed us back into the sea. Cer-
tainly our air and naval bombardments had at least somewhat hin-
dered German movements. Perhaps at this stage the German Com-
mand had felt itself forced to hold back its reserves for fear of other
landings which might take in flank and rear its forces who were re-
sisting the original attack. The press spread rumors of other possible
landings. How much of this was bluff is not yet publicly known.
At all events, amphibious strategy is so flexible and can choose its
striking points so freely that the German Command could not
wholly disregard such threats.

On the other hand, the issue would remain in doubt until we
were able to use a good port Until then reinforcement and supply
would be largely at the mercy of the weather. Indeed, not long
after the original landings a storm seriously damaged one of our
improvised breakwaters of intentionally sunken ships.

In the second week of the campaign the Germans introduced a
technical novelty, the robot bomb. Partly perhaps in the hope of dis-
organizing Eisenhower's English base, certainly through mere
desire to harm a hostile country even though the injury was un-
likely to benefit the doer strategically, the Germans kunched these